
BLM #7          Student/ Teacher Resource 

Grade 8 Dance, Drama, and Critical Literacy – Finding Balance 

 
Elements of Choral Dramatization 

Explore and Experiment! 
 
 
 

TEMPO/ 
RHYTHM 

MOOD and 
TONE VOLUME TEXT/VOICE 

MOVEMENT/ 
GESTURE/ 

FORMATION 
-vary the 
tempo from 
slow to fast or 
fast to slow 

 
-play with the 
beat and 
rhythm of the 
text 

 
-use body per-
cussion or 
musical in-
struments to 
add sound 
(e.g. snap-
ping, clapping, 
stomping) 

-use the mean-
ing and im-
agery in the 
text to put 
emotion into 
your voice 

 
- make choices 
that contribute 
to the mean-
ing and de-
sired atmos-
phere 

 
 

-vary the vol-
ume from loud 
to soft or soft 
to loud 

 
-experiment 
with the en-
ergy and qual-
ity of voice 
sounds (e.g. 
whipsering, 
shouting etc.) 

 

-experiment 
with a combi-
nation of 
voices (whole 
group, solo, 
duet, trio, etc) 

 
-experiment 
with the order-
ing of the text, 
repetition of 
keywords  

 
-decide which 
words need 
more empha-
sis 

- decide when 
movement  
should happen 
(e.g. while text 
is being spo-
ken) 

 
-decide if 
movement will 
echo the text, 
contrast or 
juxtapose the 
text 

 
-create various 
spatial forma-
tions inspired 
by the words 
and meaning 
of the text (de-
cide who is 
moving and 
when) 

 


